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BenGeati. 
Monthly. 


‘‘ Bharat Shramajivi’” ... « .| Calcutta 
‘“ Gramvarta Prakashika ” re ... | Comercolly 


Fortnightly. 


q _* 
“ Sansodhini” - .. «| Chittagong one 17th Feb 1881. 
” Serve Pratidhwani ss ee re Ditto a ue ruary 
‘“ Rajshahye Samvéd” _... ‘a ', Rajshahye 


Weekly. 


‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patriké " “ . | Calcutta ies | 14th 
66 Ary a Darpan “ owe eee oes. Ditto ‘es ee 25th 
ss Bharat Mihir’”’ ods re || Mymensingh - 671 | 15th 
| * Bengal Advertiser” _... - ‘ni Calontta me 4 
‘ Bardwin Sanjivani’’... wai ... | Durdwaén em : ) 
‘¢ Dacca Prakash” ws ad ...}| Dacea a 20th 
1 ‘¢ Rducation Gazette”... ee -» | Hooghly a 18th 
“ Hindu Ranjiké” . i. Beaulenh, Réjshéhye...| 23rd 
“ Medini . éee ® eee, Midnapore ; oboe. 19th 
| ‘* Murshidabéd Patriké”’ ... ne ... | Berhampore —o 

‘‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhi” ...  ...] Ditto oe 18th 
‘ Navavibhikar” ie 1. ave | Calloutta one 14th 
‘¢ Paridarshak ”’ sis we ... | Sylhet ne 13th 
‘« Pratikar”’ sins ... | Berhampore ae | 
*¢Rungpore Dik Prakash ” ate ... | Kakinia, Rungpore .,,. | 17th 
** Sadharani”’ a ... | Chinsurah os, 0 | 20th 
‘¢ Sahachar” ne ss .«. | Caloutta 14th 
* Som Prakash ” ‘ne te ... | Changripotta, 24 Pergis, 21st 
‘*Sulabha Samachir” __... ates ... | Calcutta 19th 
‘“ Srihatta Prakash ”’ on ina ....| Sylhet a | 14th 
“ Tripuré Vartavaha’”’.., os ... | Commillah 4 

Daily. | | 

“Samvad Prabhakar” ...  ... _—... | Calcutta * 0 | 17th to 24th Webreary 1881. 

‘‘ Samvad Purnachandrodsya”’ ... vee Zist'to 25th ditto. 

| “ Samachar Chandrika ”’ as ae ie ‘a Zlst to 26th ditto. 

|‘ Banga Vidya Prakashiké”” ... __... me 2ist to 25th  _— itto. 

‘* Prabhati”’ . ii ‘ 

‘“‘ Samachar Sudh4barsan ” i 

Eneuise ann Urpv. 

Oeu | : 19th February 

‘Urdu Guide” ae a 1 2 . 9th Feb 1881. 
Hiwnpt. | | ° 
Weekly. | 

‘‘ Behar Bandhu” ey — eae 600 > 

“ Bhérat Mitra ”’ dil ‘is } oe 117th ditto. 

‘“‘ Sar Sudbanidhi ” ee ae ee ji | 21et ditto. 

‘‘Uchit Bakté” << -—. ok ae Sage 119th ditto. 
Prersiax. 3 

- Weekly. | 

“ Jam-Jahan-numé” _..., eS 18th ditto. 

Urov. | " 
Weekly. 

“Tijarat-ul-Akhbér” ane sae : ob sees 
ASSAMESB. 
ss 

“* Assam Vildsin‘” . 


lt i a 
: os — — et 
4 


Sainatra PaaxasH, 
Bebruary 14th, 1881. 


SamaCHAR, 
February 14th, 1881. 
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PoLtiricaL. 


Tae Srithatta Prakash, of the 14th February, confesses to a feeling 
of deep ‘disappointment at reading the rep| 
The Liberal Ministry and the cotton of the Secretary of State to the recent depn. 
antes tation of the merchants of Manchester who 
waited upon him on the subject of the cotton duties, Lord Hartington 
appears to have quite changed his views, and spoken as if he was not ‘that | 
person who he was believed to be. It was thus that in utter disregard of 
the interests of the two hundred and forty millions of the human beings, 
he hastened t» conciliate the powerful weavers of Lancashire. Is this the 
way in which the Liberals will answer the expectations of the people of 
India? The Secretary of State has reproved Sir Ashley Eden for the 
opinion His Honor had expressed regarding the cotton duties. This was 
extremely unjust on Lord Hartington’s part. Sir Ashley has simply sought 
to dohis duty. [See paragraph 2 of our Report of the 12th instant. } 
2. The Sahachar, of the 14th February, contains an article on the | 
The seeret Russian correspondence. Secret Russian correspondence found by 
Treaty between Russia and Shere General Roberts at Cabul. We extract the 
- following observations from this article :—An 
impartial history of the late Afghan War has yet to be written. Most of the 
facts regarding this war yet remain shrouded in mystery, which the military 
and the political authorities have persistently sought to perpetuate. The 
practice is doubtless in conformity with the dictates of the tortuous diplomacy | 
of the present day: according toit, he is not astatesman who cannot 
conceal his own faults by finding fault with others. Of late, two Amirs of ¢ 
Afghanistan have been successively driven from power. Shere Ali died in 
exile ; his son Yakub also is an exile in India, and has suffered political 
extinction. The British Government has nothing to fear from them ; and 


yet the tortuous diplomacy of the day requires, it would seem, their conden- 


nation. It seems as though General Roberts was born to help in bringing 
about this result. Even if the Afghan War had not brought any advantages 
to the British Government, this find of secret Russian correspondence would 
have amply justified all the blood and treasure expended in its prosecution. 
We have not much to say regarding the correspondence itself. There 
cannot, of course, be the least doubt as to their authenticity. The English 
are not like the French. His hostility to Russia led Napolean, with a 
view to inflame the minds of the British nation against that power, to 
forge and publish a will which was attributed to Peter the Great. We 
believe and have confidence in British Generals like Roberts; and must 
therefore believe as genuine this Cabul correspondence. ‘Elven if all this 
were granted, and it were admitted that Shere Ali had really entered into 
treaty relations with Russia against the British Government, it would yet 
remain to be proved that he did anything very wrong, Shere Ali was 
pees between two powerful Governments. He was always, as his father 

ad been before him, favourably disposed towards the British power ; nay, 


was assiduous in cultivating friendship with it, and made persistent efforts to 


obtain a written treaty from it. All his friendly offers, however, were rejected, 
and he was thus in a manner compelled to seek an alliance with Russia. 
But for the repulse he met with at the hands of the British Government, 
Shere Ali would never have consented to such an aliiance. And was his action 
open to blame ? The enlightened Sovereigns of Europe not unfrequently 
act in this way. Can anyone assure us that Austria has not entered int 


a secret treaty with Prussia? But after all we are really unable to pronounce 
any opinion as to the genuineness of this Russian correspondence. We 
are afraid lest the expression of 


any doubt teued 
as disloyalty. y doubt on our part should be cons 


. ter. 
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8 The Navavibhdkar, of the 14th February, regards Lord Lytton’s 

} recent speech in the House of Lords on the 

| _ Lord Lytton’s speech in the House subject of the retention of Candahar as an utter 
ee failure. As an oratorical effort it was indeed 
successful, but by seeking to defend his Afghan policy, he has made him- 
self a laughing-stock of the public. The Editor speaks approvingly of 

the replies made by the Duke of Argyll and Lord Northbrook. 

4, The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 14th February, remarks that 
the Kohlapore conspiracy was confined to a 


few ignorant and illiterate men. In fact 
none but such persons could ever think of raising money by charms, or of 


subverting British rule. Fortunately the number of such people is 
| gradually diminishing. The Europeans in this country are always regarded 
with fear, and this feeling will long secure them against violence. That 
| the Kholapore conspiracy should be successful was simply an impossibility. 
The masses are not bloodthirsty, and they not only shrink from such acts of 
- violence as were contemplated by the conspirators, but positively hate them. 
| This is evident from the fact that the conspirators were betrayed by their 
| own adherents. 

5. The same paper remarks that, however great may be the 
The Liberal Ministry and Manches- ifference between the Liberals and _ the 
Conservatives in all other matters, there 
is one point on which they perfectly agree; namely, their subser- 
vience to Manchester. The Government of Lord Lytton obliged the 
merchants by imposing the license tax on the people of this country; the 
Government of Lord Ripon has exempted certain class of piece-goods 
from all customs duties. ‘This last measure will seriously injure the interests 
of the newly-established cloth-mills of India. The people have no voice in 
the distribution of the public appointments. Thus Sir Ashley Eden has 
prohibited the employment of Bengalis in the public service in Behar. By 
passing the Penal Code and the Vernacular Press Act, Government has in 
a large measure taken away the liberty of the people; what little had been 
left in the matter of trade is now destroyed. In thus, however, seeking 
to enrich Manchester at the expense of India, the rulers will in the long 
run but injure their own interests. If India is impoverished, it is England 
that will have to pay for the costs of the British Indian Empire. Already 
the English Exchequer has had to pay seven millions of pouundson account 
of the Afghan War, and, God forbid, should there be ever a war with 
Russia for the possession of this country, the expenditure would reach a figure, 
at least a hundred times that attained during the late Afghan War. It 
is England that would be called upon to meet it. 

6. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 15th February, observes that there is 


The secret Russian correspondence. nothing contained in the Russian corre- 


spondence found by General Roberts at Cabul 
that might strenethen the arguments of the Conservatives in favour of 


the proposal to retain Candahar. What this correspondence does show 
is that Shere Ali was determined to preserve the independence of Afghanis- 
tan, and that he was not prepared to sacrifice it even when seeking an 


The Kohlapore conspiracy. 


NaVAVIBHAKAB, 
February 14th, 1881, 


Anvanpa Basas 
PaTrRixka, 


February 14th, 1881. 


Amarpa Bazaz 
PaTRIKA. 


Bragat Mruip, 
February 16th, 1881. 


alliance with Russia. The Editor then urges on Government the necessity 


of speedily retiring from Candahar. 
7. We extract the following observations from an article in the 


The secret Russian correspondence, 52% rakdsh, of the 21st February, on the 


wis same subject :—The publication of the secret 
ussian Correspondence found by General Roberts at Cabul will remove the 


aoubta which have existed in many minds regarding this matter. Those 
that have hitherto sought to justify their Afghan policy on the strength of this 


Som Praxasn, 
February 21st, 1881. 
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Correspondence will be-now disappointed s nor will it serve the purpose of 
those who had hoped to discredit the present Ministry by making much of 
it. This correspondence clearly shows that Russia did not urge Sher 
Ali to show any hostility to the British Government; nay it counselled 
him to remain on friendly terms with the latter; that the Russian Govern. § 
ment could not at once refuse the protection sought by the Amir, because he 
was an old friend; that, after all, fear of Russia was not the true cause of 
the invasion of that country by the British Army; that the treaty betwee 
Russia and Shere Ali does not appear to be genuine, and that there is 
nothing in it which can criminate Yakub Khan. Now that the Ministy 
are in possession of the facts, justice should be done to Yakub Khan. 


Pusric ADMINISTRATION. 


Panipassmax, 8. Referring to the appointment of Mr. Lethbridge’s selections from 
A I I a one Modern oY aoe 7 the text-book 
r. ridges selections ‘rom in English for the Entrance Examination of 
ee 1882, the Paridarshak, of the 18th Februay 
asks: Do not the Senate of the Calcutta University feel the least scrupk 
in impairing the efficiency of its teaching for the sake of benefiting an 
individual P 
Papipansmac. 9. The same paper regards as mean the conduct of the Huglishman | 
this Cities Heike his and other newspapers who, it would seem, ar 
ee ere extremely mortified by the intelligence that § 
the Secretary of State has issued orders for the repeal of the Vernacula § 
Press Act. It was not to be wondered at, remarks the Hditor, that a 
Press Law would be passed under a narrow-minded Conservative Govern- 
ment. With the newspaper press free it would have been simply impos- 
sible for Lord Lytton to carry on the work of administration in the higb- 
handed manner he did, and hence the enactment of a law curbing the J 
liberty of the press became necessary. But under the rule of a piow | 
Ripon, of a Gladstone, the chief of the Liberals, and of a_liberty-loving 
Hartington, there does not exist the same necessity. One is therefore 
inclined to believe as true the rumour that the Vernacular Press Act will 
shortly be repealed. 

There is not the slightest justification for this odious measure. Its 
apologists, of course, seek to justify it on two grounds: namely (1) that by 
their writings Native Editors spread sedition, and (2) that for their punishment 
the provisions of the Indian Penal Oode are not sufficiently effective. 
Both statements have been so often refuted, that it is needless to expose 
once more in any detail the fallacy involved therein. To be brief, the first 
proposition is not true. Even if it were, the best way of checking the 
spread of sedition is certainly not the adoption of any repressive measures. 

hat treatment would not be efficacious which would merely seek to remove 
the outward symptoms of a disease, while the real disease was silently doing 
its work within. If disaffection is really spreading among the people, 
is it not wiser to endeavour to remove its cause than to labour for the 
purpose of checking its manifestation ? 


i 
i ia 10. The same paper is glad to notice that the Indian Association 
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has perceived the importance of making pet 
Th ] f } e be ’ _e | e,° 
PE vg at gy Indian Asso- sistent agitations for the removal of the politi- 


. cal grievances of the people of this country. 
The memorial recently made by this body to Lord Tice is a well-reasoned 


document ; and it is to be hoped will receive due consideration.: The Editor 
entirely concurs in the observations contained in the memorial on tbe 
subjects of the Vernacular Press Act, the Arms Act, and the high-handed- 
ness of the Executive officers of Government; but is not prepared 4 


[eo 


subscribe to the suggestions regarding the license tax made by the peti- 
tioners. A defence of this harassing tax is impossible. : 

11. The same paper exhorts the inhabitants of Sylhet to bestir them- 
selves for the purpose of considering the 
proposal to create a Judicial Commissioner- 
ship in that district. It is not yet too late to do this. ‘The injury to public 
‘nterests would be sogreat if the proposal were carried out that it should 
be strongly protested against. 

12. The same paper dwells on the injurious consequences that have 

resulted from the passing of the Arms Act. 
,The Arms Act and the helplessness ‘The people have been by this measure ren- 
alee dered defenceless against the attacks of wild 
beasts, and made more dependent than ever upon Government in every 
matter which requires the exertion of physical strength, or the handling of 
any weapon. Is it not really a retrograde step? It behoves Lord Ripon 
to remove this stain on the fame of the British Government, and thus earn 
the gratitude of the voiceless millions of this land. The Editor then refers 
to the statements contained in the letter of a correspondent regarding the 
ravages which are being committed by a wild elephant in certain villages 
lying in the southern part of Sylhet. Already five men have been killed, 
and the inhabitants are deserting their homesteads through fear. Not 
possessing any guns, they are, of course, quite helpless. The local autho- 
rities, although long since apprized of the facts, have not yet moved in 
the matter. 
13. The Srihatta Prakdsh, of the 14th February, is exceedingly 


ee gratified at learning that the Secretary of 

: State has sent instructions for the repeal of 
the Vernacular Press Act. The expectaticns raised by the accession of the 
Liberals to power are therefore about to be fulfilled. : 


14. The same paper notices in highly eulogistic terms the kind 
Mr. Muspratt, Judge of Sylhet. and considerate treatment which the officers 


of his court have always experienced at the 
hands of Mr. H. Muspratt, Judge of Sylhet. If any of them happen to 


fall sick, Mr. Muspratt is unremitting in his efforts to provide him with 
good medical treatment. For this purpose, his purse is always open. 

15. The Sahachar, of the 14th February, is indignant at the attitude 

i ties ek ead hs ete. which is being taken up by the Huglishman and 


the Proneer newspapers in the question of 
the repeal of the Vernacular Press Act. ‘The Editor ridicules the argu- 


ments adduced by these journals to justify a continuance of the measure, 
and earnestly hopes that Lord Ripon will disregard the advice of these 
sage (?) counsellors. ) 
16. On the same subject, the Navavibhdkar, of the 14th February, 
ea makes similar observations. It is really amus- 
Englishman 8S Actand the ing to find, remarks the Editor, that the 
Englishman and other papers, which do not 
what is written in the vernacular journals, 


A Judicial Commissioner for Sylhet. 


understand even a syllable of 


D, € ever forward in expressing opinions regarding the tone of the Native 
ress. ‘Thus they are constantly stating that, owing to the enactment of 


the Press Law, an improvement has taken place in the tone and style of the 


native prints. The expression of such views by the Englishman and other 
Anglo-Indian papers is due to sheer impertinence on their part. Itisa 
brievous error to suppose that the passing of the Press Act has had any 
beneficial influence on the vernacular newspapers. There has been no 
change in the style of their writing, which is worth notice; if there has 

fen any, that must be attributed to the progress of events, and to the fact 


PaRIDARGHAK, 
February 138th, 1881. 


PaBIDARSHAK. 


Sainatra PraxasH, 
February 14th, 1881. 


SrinaTTa PRAKASH. 


SanHacCHaR, 
February 14th, 1881. 


NavaVIBHAKaR, 
February 14th, 1881. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
February 1étb, 1881. 


Surapna SaMACHAR, 
February 19th, 1851. 


ScuLaBHA SAMACHAR. 


SaDHARART, 
February 20th, 188). 
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that native newspapers are now edited by a class of men who are possessed 
of better culture and taste than the older journalists, and not to the 
enactment of the Press Law. In short, the advocates of the Press Act have 
not been able to adduce one argument in favour of its continuance. The 
Englishman has not shown that the provisions of the Indian Penal Code 
are not sufficient for the purpose of checking seditious writing. Hig 
pleas in favour of continuing the Press Act are indeed novel; but 
will be found to have no force when we consider that the Liberal Ministry 
have not hastily reversed any one of the Acts done by their predecessors, byt 
that their attitude is one of cautious deliberation. The formal repeal of the 
Vernacular Press Act is necessary, if only to show that Government does 
not distrust the people of this country. — oi as 
17. The same paper briefly describes the growth of Municipalities in 
_ England, and the importance of introducing 
_, Lord Ripon and the system of Mur the system of Municipal government into this 
: | country. The existing Municipalities possess | 
only a nominal independence. The district authorities are all in all, and 
the non-official members possess little power. In the few places, however, 
where the elective system has been introduced, better results have been 
obtained. It is therefore desirable that the benefits of the system should 
he more largely extended. Certain high officials, however, are extremely 
opposed to the idea of conferring municipal independence upon the natives | 
of this country. Sir Ashley Eden affords a noteable instance of this. The 
Calcutta Municipality has become an eyesore to him. The reply of the 
Viceroy, however, to the address presented him by that body 1s highly 
encouraging. His Excellency is favourable to the extension of the elective 
system of Municipal government, and itis therefore probable that if efforts are 
now earnestly made to obtain the privilege, the promoters of the movement 
will not be disappointed. 
18. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 19th February, remarks that the 
nap Sa oppressions of the Government officials have 
ee ee driven the Sonthals, a quiet and simple people, 
to rebellion. The preliminary work in connection with the Census in 
Sonthalistan had been entrusted to a number of unprincipled men who 
subjected the females to gross insult. This, coupled with a fear of fresh 
taxation and compulsory emigration, produced the greatest excitement among 
the Sonthals. ‘The presence of troops has, however, restored a temporary 
tranquillity. It behoves Government to inflict condign punishment on 
those officers through whose culpable behaviour all these troubles have been 
occasioned. 


19. The same paper refers to the increase of drunkenness which has 


The outstill system. been brought about by the introduction of 


, the outstill system. It is, however, amusing 
to readin the last Administration Report that, although there was an 


increased consumption of liquor, there was no corresponding increase of 
intemperance. Government appears to be very anxious to make out that 
the operation of the outstill system has not resulted in any harm. The 
truth, however, is that, even villagers have begun to indulge in the use of 
liquor which has been made unprecedentedly cheap. 
20. The Sddhdrani, of the 20th February, contains three eloquently 
aa written articles which are in a manner relate 
The Press Act. ae. to each other. The first is headed, ‘ India 


_ asa whole,” and shows how the people have 
never endeavoured to realize the idea of India as a erand unity. The poet, 


the philosopher, and the journalist each contemplates it from his own stand- 
point, and thus it appears to him to be possessed of one aspect only. 


* -3 


observer indeed fails to grasp this idea of unity in the rich and endless 
variety of its natural scenery and of objects of art; in the variety of 
its races, and its wealth of historial associations. The second article is 
taken up with reflections on the Census, which is spoken of as a gigantic 
effort on the part of the British Government. Now, three things are 


m= necessary to secure the success of a Census, namely (1) a power of organi- 


zation, (2) a desire on the part of the rulers to know the true state of 
the country, and (3) the willing co-operation of the people. Now in the 
‘late Census, the first two requisites have not been wanting. For fear of 
fresh taxation, however, the people have not been willing to co-operate with 
the rulers, and have shown a distrust of their motives. In the last 
article, the Editor points out the supreme importance of disabusing the minds 
of the people of the wrong notions produced by the taking of the Census. 
Through distrust of their motives, Government has passed certain objection- 
able laws, while the taxes press heavily upon them. The consequence of 
this has been that the people have now learnt in turn to distrust their rulers. 
If therefore Government really desires to secure their loyalty, and does not 
propose to rule them with a rod of iron, it should confide in them and 
mitigate the pressure of taxation. The Arms Act and the Press Act, both 
of which are the outcome of distrust, should be repealed. The first- 
‘named Act might be allowed to stand on the Statute Book, but only for 
particular occasions and localities, and shorn of the provisions which make 
a distinction between Hindus and Christians; but the sooner the latter 1s 
abrogated, the better. And then as to taxation, the license tax should 
be levied from the well-to-do traders at higher rates, while the petty traders 
should be entirely exempted from it. It should be seen that those who 
pay the Road and the Public Works Cesses derive at least some benefit 
in return for what they pay, and if to this were added the introduction of a 
permanent land settlement in Madras, the North-Western Provinces, and 
| certain other parts or the country, the establishment of State granaries against 
famine, the conferring upon the tenantry of Bengal of the right of occupancy 
and a fixity of rents, anda reduction of the home charges, British rule 

will be extolled as both powerful, just, and humane. 
21. The Dacca Prakash, of the 20th February, states that the work 


| of the Census was performed with ease at 

The C Dacca. e- 
oo eeaataaca Dacca. The local authorities met with hearty 
co-operation from the educated section of the community. There was no 


disturbance. This time the figures may be expected to be more accurate 
than those obtained at the last census. 


The same paper dwells on the expenditure annually incurred by the 

i i State on account of the sojourning to Simla. 
The absence of the chief officials from the 
metropolis for the greater part of the year is another disadvantage. The 


Editor hopes that Lord Ripon will see his way to the discontinuance of 
this practice. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ua. & B.L., 


Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 26th February 1881. 


Bengal Sect. Press—C. E. G.—Reg. No. 123869—§2—1-3-81. 


Dacca PrakasH, 
February 20th, 18381. 


Dacca Prakasti. 
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